ECEIVEY muy HoR

Magone!l Organic Standards Boarg
o/o Arthur Neil
Room 4803—South Building
F4(H) independence Avenue-8W
Washington, DC, 20250-000]
& Supper: of the NOSBs Zraft prstore guidance document

Dear WNOSB Membets,

{ury writing 1o express foll support for the NOSB’s deaft guidance docurment regarding pasnuire reguirements
Eor the Narienﬂ. ’T’rému’:: Propram. | have the cxpect-‘n::‘oz: that the USTA erpanic seal represens the true
meaning of “organic” which inciudes pastusing of animals 18 required by the UST2A National Organic Program
b!:mzdzrdh.

[ request that the NOSE approve the draft pastuse guidance documest a8 weitlen including: “Rominam
Hvestock shall graze pasture uu'n*g the months of the vear when pasture can provide edible forage. The
Chganic System Plan shail have the goal of providing grazed feed greater than 30% dry matter intoke on 2
daify basis during the g Awing season But not less than 126 davs. The Grganic System Plan shall include &
timeline showing how the producer will setisfy the poal to maximize the pasturs component of ol feed
used in the farm sy st,n:.

Lack of enforcement, on some opamtons, of the current Rule requizement for the pasturing of ruminaats,
mchading lacrating dairy cows, has led to the necessity for the gllt..m'\lﬂﬂ of the aheve numerical standardy in the
guidance document. Without clear, definitive vmn,mg. the iatent of o Rus w*ti'l gu"!x o p@smLe wil
comtinue 1o be disregarded by some. This we :’.:ﬂng
inrtake and minizem aliowable grazing season :
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Providing cows with access to pasture assuzes thar orgame principles are bemng met, with an interelazed system
betweesn the animals and the land, working from the od up to promeoie an mterdepeadent community. Pasture
p:cvide‘a henefits 1o cows that include impz‘cnv:aa foct and Lz stzength, reduced breeding pr‘.)Lleb iess stress,
iower culling rates, and enhanced somany, Ruminants with access w0 pastue hxiup ENINLE A5

chion systers that prm:dc ring conditions that allow ammals to satsiy their nararal hé’{‘ﬂdf}li pratiemns,
rztive health care benefits, and mproves humane animal care snd their

f)l'u-.-
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welfare,

Iy with pres

Thess benefirs are passed down to consemers through more matridons milk A recent study conducted by the
Dianish Instivute of A -"ﬁscu'lm ral Resenrch rested milk from Cows fapmed aasg:amcaily' arxd found that srwas 30%%
h:.me_t in NrtaTnis F 5 ru .‘zghcr in hc‘ta r:am‘ronr an mb, el 16 emega 3 Fl;"em'éal z";azw -R"‘i(i"m rh:aq couvemiﬁmi

anc uimﬁerﬁ a;u}. i‘amge

"thu M:I‘L‘ COWS 16 Q;J Lo !.h‘;:;: ﬁu..d mther Lh.a*t ‘:m.\::u f d to the cows substantially redoces the use of non-

I support the NOSB pasture puidsace document and thenk vou for including cleaz, defaitve mistmums. The
standards for crgmnic farms and food mark




